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After the fall of the communist regime, Romania experienced dramatic 

changes in family formation behavior. Common patterns include delay and/or 

decline of marriage and fertility, increasing rates of non-marital cohabitations and 

non-marital childbearing, rising rates of divorce. All of these changes manifested in 

all post communist countries at different intensities and timing and were described 

by demographers as part of a “second demographic transition” caused by the 

economic cultural and normative shifts that occurred at the beginning of the 90s.   

Changes of family behavior in romania. A life course approach (Schimbările 

comportamentului familial în România. O abordare din perspectiva cursului vietii), 

edited in 2012 by Presa Universitară Clujeană introduces students and young 

researchers to the field of Demography and Family Sociology by means of a new 

approach studying changes in family and reproductive behavior. Cornelia Mureşan is 

a professor at the Faculty of Sociology and Social Work at Babeș Bolyai University 

of Cluj and is a member of the Center of Population Studies at the same University.  

The author dedicated most of her work and research to family demographics, fertility 

and population aging, approaching these demographic phenomena from a life course 

perspective using event history analysis.  The author believes that the classic 

methods of analysis, based on the interpretation of macroeconomic indicators, cannot 

take into account the subtle changes in the behavior of individuals.  The study of 

Mureşan (2012) is a response to a group of researchers who argue on the need to use 

life-course paradigm in demographic behavior research. As a result, the author 

describes family life in Romanian society by using data at micro individual level 
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from Generations and Gender Survey carried out in Romania in 2005 and by 

applying event history analysis methods. This book consists of articles written by the 

author during years of research on the subject and it opens new horizons in changes 

in family and reproductive behavior research. It should be noted that the author was 

the first to introduce event history analysis in Romania and the results provide a new 

perspective to socio-demographic research.  

Divided into three parts, summarizing 16 chapters, the book covers both 

elements of demographic theory and findings of the author based on Generations 

and Gender Survey (2005) data.  

Part I is dedicated to theoretical elements related to research design, types of 

data and methods of analysis. It is an excellent starting point for researchers in the 

field. The author describes, without going into details, the main issues that need to be 

considered when preparing a research on the topic of changes in demographic 

behavior: understanding the nature of the phenomenon, identifying the most suitable 

approach and how to choose the correct variables and design a work schedule. 

Among the methods described, in terms of advantages and disadvantages, the reader 

can find details on descriptive non-parametric methods, such as Life Table Method 

and Kaplan-Meier estimates together with the regression analysis of hazard rates, all 

of which are key elements of event history analysis. Although these are useful tools 

for statistically informed researchers, the theoretical background of these first 

chapters is more a framework on which to build one’s research.   

Chapters 4 and 5 provide a detailed presentation of Total Fertility Rate 

(TFR) as it is the most important demographic indicator to be considered in 

analyzing the evolution of fertility behavior. However, one must take into account 

that the disadvantage of using TFR, resides in that it only controls the age structure 

of the population and not other features, such as parity, ethnicity or education. In 

addition to the specific elements of statistical theory underlying the presented 

results, the author provides the reader with numerous sources of information on the 

issues discussed. As an innovation, complementary to age-based total fertility rate, 

the author propounds the union-based total fertility rate for measuring couples 

fertility. This indicator considers explicitly the births that occur in any form of 

union, thus generalizing marital total fertility rate.  

Once the mathematical problems of estimating the impact of marital status 

on fertility have been solved, findings accompanied by detailed explanations on 
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how they were obtained are presented, as well as the logical process that stood 

behind the approach.  

Part II is devoted to the descriptive aspects of changes in family behavior.  

Due to unprecedented amount of information available through the Generation and 

Gender Survey, this part includes research not only on marital and fertility behavior 

but also other family-related life experiences. Events, such as leaving the parental 

home, first partnership formation, transformation of the first cohabitation, first 

marriage transformation and also the experiences of children have been analyzed 

from a new perspective. The opportunity to study these events is of interest not only 

to researchers in the field of sociology and demographics but also for policy makers 

in the field of family protection, and it is a solid starting point for further research. 

Prior to presenting the results, the author brings to  the reader’s attention the 

Generation and Gender Survey sample with detailed emphasis on the structure of 

the questionnaire  and methods used for data collection. Further, the author 

presents the descriptive methods, Kaplan Meier estimates and Life Tables 

providing the reader with information regarding the sample structure. The life 

tables presented in this part of the book are of three types.  Those in which 

demographic events of one's life are described and where the unit of observation is 

the individual, others in which the unit of observation is the cohort providing 

information on life experiences of both women and men living together, and 

finally, as a novelty, we find life tables  in which the unit of observation is the child 

providing information on experiences of children who during their childhood  have 

a new parent if they were born to single mothers, or experience the loss of  a parent 

through separation, divorce or death. 

Descriptive analysis shows that young adults have not become more 

independent in Romania after 1990, since a decrease in the percentage of those 

who leave the parental home is recorded, which falls among economic challenges 

that the country faced after the fall of communist regime. Starting with 2000, there 

has been, however, an increase in the percentage of young adults leaving parental 

home, and an increase in the age when this event occurs.  Also, changes in first 

union formation behavior, either consensual or marital have been observed. The 

general trend indicates a postponement of first union formation, an increase in 

celibacy at young ages, a decrease in the percentage of young adults entering first 

unions, consensual or through marriage and an increase in the average age at which 
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these events occur. Most first cohabitations turn into marriage rather fast, after 

about 1-2 years. The birth of a child into a consensual union or the decision to get 

out of the union, are more difficult decisions to make, usually after 3-4 years. 

Research shows that although the most common is the transformation of 

consensual unions into marriage, followed by the birth of a child and much later 

separation, there are signs of increased separation tendencies and marital 

disruption. An important aspect is that, since 2000 motherhood has longer been 

universal among women. Female infertility, voluntary or involuntary, increased 

from 7% in 1989 to 20% in 2005. Adding to this phenomenon an increase in the 

average age at first birth by 3 years, the result is that more than 50% of women 

become mothers aged over 26. 

In Part III, the author focuses on the possible explanations for the changes in 

family behavior described in Part II. Using event history analyses, the author 

studies the impact of risk factors using regression models with hazard rates. The 

life course perspective allows performing the analysis of the risk of suffering a 

demographic event, where the passage of time is a risk in itself. Results reveal 

interesting aspects regarding demographic behavior changes suggesting that the 

Romanian family is subject to manifestations similar to those described by the 

Second Demographic Transition theory although traditional values are still well 

preserved and still influence marital and fertility behavior. Therefore, postmodern 

values regarding family life are not as rooted in Romania as they are in Northern 

and Western Europe, although there are signs that after the 2005, these phenomena 

have risen in importance.  

In a context of continuous changes in social and economic environment that 

affect both individuals and their families, this book comes with a new 

understanding on how  economic, social and cultural changes influence individuals 

from a life course perspective. From this perspective, it can be seen as one of the 

most important studies in Romania on this topic.  

Although at first sight the book seems to have an exhaustive approach on the 

issue, one can find directions for further research, since the author herself describes 

the book more as a manual designed to point the important aspects in researching 

changes in demographic behavior and it gives researchers the liberty to choose the 

path of their further investigations. 


